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QUESTION ONE - COMPULSORY (30 MARKS)

a) Define the term semantics and outline the major concerns of semantics in language study.
(12 marks)

b) Distinguish using examples the following terms:
Association vs Reference (4 marks)
¢) Briefly expound on the tfollowing terms: (8 marks)

1. The agent and the patient
ii.  Competence vs Performance

d) i. What are ambiguous expressions? (2 marks)

ii. With the use of clear and appropriate examples, discuss any two sources of ambiguity in a
language. (6 marks)

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS)

Write briefly on each of the following sense relations:

.. Synonym
ii.  Hyponym

iii.  Polisemy

iv.  Antonym
v.  Homonym

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS)

The meaning of the word can also be viewed as being made up. in part. of the meaning of other
words. Discuss this statement with reference to the various degrees of statuses in which a word

operates.
QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS)

With the aid of examples, explain the difference between denotation and connotation as kinds of
meaning.,

QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS)

Identify different issues related to the meaning of the sentence.

QUESTION SIX (20 MARKS)

Explain the componential analysis theory in relation to semantics.




